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SATIRT ANDREW'S CHURCH
3t. Mary's County, Maryland.

Owner: Iriscopal Church.

Date of Frection: late Righteenth Century.['f(»’?(ﬁuide Boow, Federated

Garden Clubs of Maryland, 193¢) .

Architect: Umenewn. Ricriacn Beuuvow

Builder:; Unknown.

FPresent Condition: Good.

Mumber of Stories: One.

Materials of Construction: Brick

- G
Other Existing Hecords: as noted in fext,$ee @lso Sxirven PG,

The Firsh Parisbhes of the Provimce ?_&W, i’iiuskraHons
I page Hi:

Additional Data: (See following pages)
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SAINT ANDHEW'S CHURGH
St. Mery's County, Maryland

The architecture of the church is unusual, in that it
possesses the unigue features of double western towers.
Theee are engaged at either corner of the west front, and
between them is an open loggia. This latter fealure is
covered by the gallery of the church, the west wall of which
is supyported by lintels on two square brick piers. ‘The
body of the church is rectanguler with & sguaere projection,
forming the chsncel st the east end. The interior of the
church is divided into nave and aisles by two ranges of
fluted Jonic piers. 7The sisles have flat ceilings and the
nave ceiling is a semicircular vault.

The brick work of the church is laid in Flemish bond
with a2 tooled line struck in the center of the joint. It is
zenerally in good condition. No rubbed or gauged dressings
are used. In the west face of the lower story of each fower
is a niche, ellipticsl in section, with arched head, which
is lsid all in hesders. ‘The corners of the lower stones of
the towers heve rusticated brick gquolns, which are unot
beveled, but merely reised beyond the surface of the wall.
There are squere headed windows in the upper stories ¢f the
towers. Tach tower is surmounted by a squst spire, of poor
aund epperently modern design., The brick loggia plers are
Doric with =2 preceptible ent#asis.

Above the loggia the wall is pierced by a crude
Falladian window. The three sections of this seem to have
the origioal sash, which is fixed, without meetiag rails.

The muntin is very thin. The shape of the sash openings

is unusual in being definitely truncated. The effect of

this feature is hurt by modern weed trim. ‘“he pediment above
it also has poor modern trim. All the main cornice of the
chureh is inepypropriate and modern.

The windows on the sides of the church are arranged two
on either of the "transept" doors, and one in the side of the
chancel. These all have segmentsl heads. The arch brick of
these segmental arches is not ground to & center, the splay
being tsKen up in the joints. There is a brick key, yroject-
ing from the face of the arch. The windows wure narrow and
while the present staff besd is modern, it is improbable that
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the openings ever had box frames., The present sash is very
poor and detrimental to the appearance of the church. The
sills are now cenent., The fthree main doors are all old and
are in good repair. They are divided vertically and each
leaf has & horizontal panel at the top and & long one stop-
ping at the lock rail. These are moulded and beveled with
this profile " . The lower ares of the door,
however, is blind'pgheled, with no mould whatsoever. The
docrs have semicircular transoms: with probsbly the original
saah. This is composed simply of redial muntins and an
intermediate concentric muntin.

The roof is gabled, the gable appearing on the east end
above the smaller gable of the chancel.  On the west front
the roof is received on the gallery wall and is not expressed.

The interior is very interesting both om account of the
unusual aisle and ceiling treatment, and on account of the
quantity of old material remaining. The floor has the original
brown stone slabs imn fairly good condition, but both the nave
and aisle ceilings have been boarded, much to the injury of
the effect of the interior. The original finish was undoubtedly
plaster. The pews are mostly old, but they have probably been
altered in some way. They are now slip pews with paneled ends
and doors. The paneling seems to be inverted, though, as the
ordinary arrangement of & horizontal panel sabove a vertical
rectangle is reversed and the small panel is at the bottom.

The west gallery seems to have been exitended east, as the
present front is not im the style of the rest of the woodwork,
and glso cuts off the end bays of the aisles. The reredos is
evidently original and very interesting. It occupies almost
all the east wall of the chancel. The four tablets of the
luws are grouped, the two center ones being surmounted by a
small baroque ogee pediment. These are contained within a
frame formed by two Fluted pilasters, below a large pedinent.

In the north tower are the remains of a4 wood newel stair
to the gallery, now disused and in bad coudition.

Except for the sash, exterior wood trim, spires, and
boarded ceiling, the building seems to be original and with
the restoration of these items, the repair of the loggia floor,
the tower stair, and the removal of the chimney and west gallery,
the building would reassume its original appearance.

By: Thomas T. Waterman,
Assistant Architect.
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SAINT ANDREW'S CHURCH
3t. Mary's County, iaryland

HISTORICAL RHoPCRT

From the limited search it does not appear that St.
Andrew's Church, in 8t. Mery's County, ¥aryland, heas any
gpecial higtorical significunce. It was bullt in 1736,
and evidently copisd from Christ Church at Chaptice, in
the same county, whose design ig sttributed te Christopher
Wren and which was apparently buili about 1694.(1) Further

data regarding St. Andrews is cited below.(z)

(1) Ridgely, H. %., The €1ld Brick Churches of Maryland,
Iew York, 189%4. pp. 53-D4.

(2) Cther references are:
Andrews, M. ., Iistory of Nuryland, Y., 1929.
Croker, i'. B., Tales znd Traditions of {ld St. Mary's
n.p. (privately printed) 1934,
Lieryland Historieal Socliety, daryland Historical
Magazine, 2¢ vols., 1906-1934, Indexes.
Seharf, J. T., Hisgtory of Liaryland, & vole., Daliimore,
1879.
See alse ?a%e 1.

Stuart Cuthbertson

Hisgtorical Technician

Franch of Historic Sites
and Suildings.
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ST, ANDREWS CHURCH

Leonardtown, Naryland

In 1694 St. Mary's County was divided into
two parishes: Williasm and Mary and King and
“ueen., The former embraced the area below
3t. Clements Pay, and included a church built
about 1642 at Toplar Hill. At Chaptico a churech
was built in the same year and snother in 1694
to replace it. The distunce beiween the two
was about itwenty miles ag the crow files.

In 1793 a meeting was held at Lecnardtown
in the court house and a group inciuding
abraham Barnes, James Tarlton, John Newton,
Enoeh abell sud Mathew wise proceeded to call
& pastor. 1In 1766 another meeting agreed to
tuild a new church in a place called "Waldrum's
0ld Field" belonging to Samuel Bellwood. among
those present were Hon, Col. George Flater,
Stourten HEdwards, reter Urguart, Hugh Hopewell,
John akell, Sr., and rhilip Clark, Jr., vestry
men, also Juthbert ibell and Wathew wise,Sr.,
wardens. The [St. andrew's) Church was to be
70 x 40 feet, exclusive of chancel and to be
built according to Hiechard Boulton's plans.
This group bought two acres of land for £ 5
currency from Sam Bellwood. Bize of building
was described at ancther meeting as DY feet
long exclusive of chancel by 40 feet wide, both
in the ¢lear, These dimensions agree with the
building as it stands today. also, Hugh Hope-
well was ordered o pay Benjamin Morgan 15 shil-
lings for surveying land for the church, and
vvilliam Russell was to get the deed for the tweo
acres of land.

In 1767 a vestry meeting was held in the
new church "in St. Andrew's Farish." Those
present were: Hev. Robert keanny, Col. George
Plater, Husgh Hopewell, Esq., Feter Upquart, John
Abvell, Sr, and Fhilip Clark, vestrymen. Also:
Cuthbert abell, and Mathew wise, Sr., wardens.

In 1767 or 1771 the vestry paid £ 16/10 to
provide board for Joha Freich Lelnner who wag
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making the reredos.

1676 - St. Mary's State House cost 350,000
pounds of tobacco or perhaps 1500
pounds currency. Size c. 50,000 cu.
ft.

1685 - 5t. Faul's Church {Kent; cost 21,000
pounde of tobacco. Size ¢. 24,000
cu. ft. (The equivalent of 126 pounds
colonial ecurrency.)

171% - S%t. Taul's (Second CThurch) cost 70,000
pounds of tobacco. Size 7,000 cu. ft.
(The equivalent of 200 pounds Coleonisal
currency.)

1771 - Chase House, annapolis. Scld for 304
pounds sterling of 24%¢1 pounds currency
{included value of land.)

. 1752 - Tobacco worth 1 penny per pound, or 1/3
of its value 100 years earlier.

1765 - 5t. Andrews Vestry voted 200,000 pounds
tobacco for the new building and 5 pounds
currency for & acres of land. This ap-
pears to equsl the contemporary sum of
460 pounds Colonisl currency. Size 75,000
cu., ft, Appreoximate cost 2 pence per cu.
ft.

The walks ware specified to be two bricks (18")
above water table and three bricke (27") below, Flag-
stone aisles and arched ceiling were specified in the
coutract.

The building, as it stands todasy, is shown {Ap-
proximately) in the attached sheets "A” and "B". The
towers with loggia between form a fcature at the west
end which is unigue among american Colonial Churches.
The urched nave between columns which support flat
sisle ceilings is peculiar to Southern Meryland vhere
it is found in eerly churches of Catholic as well as
of Bpiscopal communion. Otherwise, the general shape
and organization of the desiz:. 1s characteristic
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of the early Episcopal church of the South., The
easterly chancel projeection is found only in late
l8th Century examples, such as Pompionm Hill Church,
Berkeley County, S.¢, The two doors, north and
south are alsec characteristiec of the later colonial
type, and it is evident that no pulpit ever graced
the north wall., The pew arrangement is undoubted-
1y original btut the lower gmllery may have been a
later =ddition at a time when the slave population
increased,

The brick work is generally Flemish bond, laid
with red-pink brick (8 courses to £5".) The bricks
measure about 25 to 2% by 43 to 4-3/8 by 8¥.%¥ (n
the north wall, the base course and four to six
courses above the water table are laid headers every
4th course and the bricks are of uniform red ecolor
and measure 2-1/8 to 25 by 4 to &-7/8 by & to 6.
This seetion resembles underpinning or the remnant
of an older wall, antedating the present building.

D. H. Smith
February a6, 1936.

* arches generally are turned with speecial long
bricks, burned or ground te a rough radius.
Juoing stor in primitive fashion with projec-~
tion beyond the cormnice moldings.
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